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Synopsis

An insiderA¢a -4,¢s look at baseballA¢a -4,¢s unwritten rules, explained with examples from the
gameA¢a -4,¢s most fascinating characters and wildest historical moments. A A Everyone knows
that baseball is a game of intricate regulations, but it turns out to be even more complicated than we
realize. All aspects of baseballA¢a -4 *hitting, pitching, and baserunningA¢a -4 -are affected by
the Code, a set of unwritten rules that governs the Major League game. Some of these rules are
openly discussed (donA¢a —4,¢t steal a base with a big lead late in the game), while others are
known only to a minority of players (donA¢a -4,¢t cross between the catcher and the pitcher on the
way to the batterA¢a -a,¢s box). In The Baseball Codes, old-timers and all-time greats share their
insights into the gameA¢a -4,¢s most hallowedA¢a -4 «and least knownA¢a -4 «traditions. For the
learned and the casual baseball fan alike, the result is illuminating and thoroughly entertaining.

A A At the heart of this book are incredible and often hilarious stories involving national heroes (like
Mickey Mantle and Willie Mays) and notorious headhunters (like Bob Gibson and Don Drysdale) in a
century-long series of confrontations over respect, honor, and the soul of the game. With The
Baseball Codes, we see for the first time the game as itA¢a -4,¢s actually played, through the eyes
of the players on the field. A A With rollicking stories from the past and new perspectives on

baseballA¢a -a,¢s informal rulebook, The Baseball Codes is a must for every fan.
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Customer Reviews

Nearly as long as baseball has existed in its current form, so too have unofficial rules that

professional players have strictly adhered to. Yet as Turnbow demonstrates in this highly



entertaining read, every rule of the code has certain variations. Most casual baseball fans are
keenly aware of many topics that Turnbow broaches, and some are universally agreed

uponA¢a -4 *hitters admiring home runs is severely frowned on, as is arguing with one’s manager
in public view and being caught stealing signs. But other rules are less cut-and-dried. On the subject
of retaliating for a teammate being hit by a pitch: some believe the pitcher should be plunked in his
next at-bat, while others say it should be a player with corresponding talent to the hit batter.
Turnbow has an example for nearly every conceivable situation, and with quotes from dozens of
former major league players, managers, and broadcasters, the reader can better understand the
actions that can set off even the most even-tempered ball player. It's a comprehensive, sometimes
hilarious guide to perhaps a misunderstood aspect of our national pastime, and will come in handy
should one ever be involved in a beanball war. (Mar.) Copyright A A® Reed Business Information,

a division of Reed Elsevier Inc. All rights reserved. --This text refers to the Audio CD edition.

Turbow and Duca have filled a void with this entertaining, revealing survey of the varied, sometimes
inscrutable unwritten rules that govern the way baseball is played by the pros. The authors add a lot
of flavoring here by naming names and instances, both long past and more recent. Great stuff on
how and when to retaliate, how to slide, how to give way to a relief pitcher, talking (or not) during a
no-hitter, whether to join an on-field brawl (no question, you join in), and the ethics of cheating
(former Orioles manager Earl Weaver once told struggling pitcher Ross Grimsley during a game:
Ag¢a -A“If you know how to cheat, this would be a good time to startA¢a —-As). The

authorsA¢a -4 *both write on baseball for various publications, and Duca is an official scorekeeper
for major league baseballA¢a -4 <lament a certain unraveling of baseballA¢a -4,¢s codes, due to
changes in the game itself, while insisting that theyA¢a -4,¢re still essentially intact. For committed

fans who want to dig deeper. --Alan Moores --This text refers to the Audio CD edition.

If you're a baseball fan (and even if you aren’t), you probably wonder what goes on behind the
scenes. In this funny, absorbing book, Jason Turbow tells you all about what goes on behind the
scenes in our national pastime, particularly as to the baseball code, the unwritten "rules" of the
game. The code has changed over time and no one is supposed to talk about it to other players,
but, in general, the code boils down to respecting one’s colleagues.Ballplayers who dig in too much
in the batters box, who admire the home runs they’ve just hit, or who violate any of the myriad parts
of "the code" will soon understand the error of their ways as the other team, or perhaps their own

teammates, will do something to let them know where they’ve gone wrong.Turbow provides a lot of



stories from the distant and the recent past to illustrate his points. This was a baseball book | simply
could not put down.Cheating, sign stealing, doctoring the baseball with a foreign substance, and
other such things are also covered, as is the "kangaroo court" whereby teams enforce their
standards on their teammates. If a player does something stupid, his wallet will be a bit lighter, once
the kangaroo court is through with him.I'm a long-time fan and an old school sort of person so this
book really resonates with me. | absolutely loved and learned a whole lot about the game | love so
much. Highly, highly recommended!! One of the best baseball books I've read in a long time and |

read at least a dozen of them per year.

| brought the book with me to Camelback Ranch near Phoenix AZ where | watched a number of
Dodger spring training games. | live about 7 hours drive away in So. CA. As my 23 yr. old son was
driving, | commented to him, and quite sincerely, "I've learned more about the game of baseball in
the first 48 pages of this book than | learned in my whole life." May | mention that I'm in my 60’s and
watched the Dodgers play at the LA Coliseum before they even built Dodger Stadium. | consider[ed]
myself a student of the game. | was wrong, not to mention naive. There are three chapters that
more or less deal with the cheating that goes on in the game, from corked bats, doctored balls to
stealing signs. What's more interesting is the seeming acceptance of anything you can "get away
with" in the game. That's why the atmosphere was so conducive to the steroid era. My advice to

fellow baseball fans: buy it, borrow it or "steal" it (if you can get away with it).

The authors have recorded a great bunch of baseball stories based on the theme of the unwritten
rules that players of a sport follow. Most of the stories | have never heard, though | am a long-time
fan of baseball with a collection of 1955 Brooklyn Dodger cards and dozens of my hero, Willie
Mays.Baseball has a pace all its own and it makes it more enjoyable when you know more about it. |
think for a non-fan this book would be mostly puzzling and difficult to understand. And even for a
fan, | found parts repetitious and the middle rather slow. (That's why | gave it 4 stars.) But how can
you not love stories of the pranks these guys play on each other, especially when they involve some
of your favorite players.Some of the stories are so funny that they had people looking at me oddly
as | tried to keep from busting out laughing while reading this book in public. And if you have a

family member or friend that is interested in baseball, you can’t go wrong with this book.4 stars.

My husband is quite a baseball aficionado, so | purchased this book as a Christmas gift for him last

year. Because he’s such a huge fan (not only has he watched and gone to as many games as



possible since he was a young boy, he also played Little League for 8 years, and coached for more
than 20 years so far), it's hard sometimes to find books that offer something different or new that he
hasn’t already read a thousand times. This book had a lot of interesting tidbits and stories he hadn’t
read about before, so he really enjoyed it. My 14 year old son enjoyed it as well. | would recommend

this to all truly devoted baseball fans.

This is a great baseball book that | wish every player in the younger generations would read.

Enjoyable and easy to read - quite funny at times, too

When it comes to baseball, I've done it all: played, coached, announced, compiled stats, scouted,
ushered, and even sold beer. On most occasions, | figured I've learned just about everything there
is to the game.Until | read "The Baseball Codes".While not a literary masterpiece, TBC wonderfully
held my attention throughout all of its 200+ pages. Every chapter had tidbits, insights, and
anecdotes about the game that could only have been relayed by a skilled and enthusiastic author
such as Mr. Turbow.How many fans know that:1) It's often the pitcher who gives signs, not the
catcher.2) Carlton Fisk had a career-long routine about where he sat in every team plane and bus.3)
One of baseball’s brawniest players was scorned for not participating in brawls.4) Bob Feller used
WWII technology to steal signs after he came home from combat in the Pacific.Mr. Turbow relates
each of these and many, many more.The last few pages of TBC are about Rex "Hurricane" Hudler.
A hustling, free-spirited utility man, Hudler’s last career at-bat makes for a perfect ending for Mr.
Turbow’s classic. Regardless of what happened when that last pitch came toward Hudler (I won’t

reveal it here), he upheld the unwritten rules have made baseball and this book so unique.

Now | finally understand what the signal are...... So cool

Very funny book and audio book.
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